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Joint ECPGR-DIVERSEEDS-BIOVERSITY workshop

Strong Networks as the interface between national and global 
systems
The alignment of the Regional Networks’ objectives towards a 
contribution to the creation of the global system is seen as an 
important step in best positioning the Networks to be visible in the 
global arena and to receive support from international agencies and 
instruments. Coordination of the Networks’ activities at the global level 
would help the Networks to focus on global system objectives; to take 
advantage of successful ideas, tools and mechanisms developed 
by individual Networks; to identify common interests and create 
synergies by collaborating across borders; and to facilitate the IT 
ratification process in countries through the sharing of knowledge and 
experience from countries that have already ratified the IT.

Recommendations
It was recommended that an appropriate forum be established to 
facilitate coordination among the Networks as part of the global 
system. With the aim of ensuring effective and sustainable Regional 
Networks and to increase their visibility and recognition in the regional 
and global context, it was recommended that the Regional Networks: 
participate in FAO Commission and the Governing Body meetings; 
sharpen strategies towards breeding and development (linking 
conservation and use and research); and link up with the Global 
Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR), the Global Plan of Action 
(GPA) development process and nature conservation programmes. 

The executive summary of the meeting is available at the ECPGR 
website (www.ecpgr.cgiar.org) under Networks.

The Thematic Network on Inter-regional Cooperation of the European 
Cooperative Programme for Plant Genetic Resources (ECPGR), 
in close collaboration with the EC funded project Diverseeds 
(Networking on conservation and use of plant genetic resources 
in Europe and Asia) and Bioversity International, organized a joint 
workshop of crop genetic resources Regional Networks at Bioversity 
in Rome, from 3-5 December 2007. The aim of the workshop 
was to assess the changes in the environment (FAO International 
Treaty (IT), Global Crop Diversity Trust, etc.), in which the Networks 
operate, revisiting existing Network concepts and strategies, 
elaborating suggestions for new or improved approaches of regional 
genetic resources Networks and identifying formal channels of 
communication and cooperation among Regional Networks. 

A new role for the Regional Networks
The meeting recognized the added values and benefits to partners 
related to conservation and use of PGR that are being provided by 
Regional Networks. These include capacity development, developing 
common regional information systems, providing a discussion forum 
for access and benefit sharing arrangements/agreements, providing 
an environment for formal and informal cooperation and ensuring 
that the weakest partners in a given region become actively involved 
in the global system.

The Inter-regional Cooperation Network Coordinating Group met for the second time on 6 December 2007 in Maccarese, Italy, at Bioversity 
International headquarters, to review the outcome of the workshop on crop genetic resources networks and its impact on the ECPGR Inter-
regional Network and to make plans for Phase VIII of ECPGR.

The Regional Networks’ workshop held on 3-5 December (see article above) identified a possible new role for the ECPGR Network on Inter-
regional Cooperation in the near future. In particular, it seemed that “sharing of responsibilities” should receive the highest priority. It would be 
a natural role for the ECPGR Network to transfer to other regions the same view that is prevailing in Europe with regard to the sharing of tasks, 
material and information. Facilitating and promoting the ratification and implementation of the International Treaty (IT) could therefore be an area 
of relevance, also considering that when a larger number of countries implement the IT, this will also have an impact on the European region.  
Along these lines, a contribution of 10 000 euro, recently offered by Germany, will be used to organize an inter-regional network meeting to bring 
together experts from Europe and the respective region, to exchange experiences on to how to make germplasm available to the Multilateral 
System and how to facilitate the use of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement (sMTA) within a country. 

Exchange of information across the Networks, with special reference to the various ongoing Network projects and activities, was highlighted 
as a constant need. A role was identified for ECPGR in establishing a web portal that could offer information on ongoing activities within the 
Networks and therefore constitute a platform for finding partners for cooperation. It was agreed to explore which European institution could 
provide such a Web portal. At the same time, the ECPGR Secretariat will compile, with the help of the Bioversity Regional offices, a list of 
contacts of the PGR Regional Network coordinators and will maintain this list on the ECPGR website.

Another useful area for cooperation highlighted in the preceding workshop, was “in situ and on-farm conservation and management”, 
which is an area where Europe could benefit from the experience of other regions. It was noted that “on-farm conservation” in many cases 
would correspond to “participatory plant breeding” in developing countries. It could therefore be a strategic area to attract donors that would 
be interested in linking conservation and development through use. It was agreed that this item should be highlighted for further consideration, 
especially in collaboration with the ECPGR In situ and On-farm Conservation Network.

A full report of this meeting is available from: www.ecpgr.cgiar.org/Networks/Inter_reg_coop/inter_reg_coop.htm

Second Inter-regional Cooperation Network meeting
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DIVERSEEDS is a scientific networking project, supported in full by 
the EC, with the objective of improving cooperation on conservation 
and use of plant genetic resources between Europe and Asia. The 
first international meeting was held at Bioversity on 4-7 December 
2007. Participants from all Diverseeds partner countries attended 
a roundtable with Secretariat staff of the Governing Body of the 
International Treaty at FAO on Treaty related matters. During the 
second day the selection of key issues for inter-regional dialogue 
(Europe-Asia) was discussed and during the afternoon the 
participants joined the ECPGR-DIVERSEEDS-Bioversity International 
Inter-regional Workshop. 

The third day consisted of a technical workshop; the key issues 
identified were addressed in three working groups, which reported 
back to the plenary. On the last day the next steps for the inter-
regional cooperation on priority issues were discussed, as well as 
public awareness items, including a short documentary film, as well 
as plans for the second year, such as an open online e-conference. 
For more information see: www.diverseeds.eu 

DIVERSEEDS First International meeting


